
Chief Special Master’s Report



402

498

636

803

1120

1243 1237

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 Fy 2017 FY 2018

Cases Filed Each Fiscal Year

The New Normal is Triple the Filings as of Six Years Ago

Data provided by USCFC’s Clerk’s Office As of September 30, 2018.
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The Trend is Toward a Widening Gap Between Case Filings and Resolutions

Data is approximate and is provided by the Office of Special Masters as of September 30, 2018.
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Beginning With Cases Filed in FY 2017 There Has Been a Downturn 
in Cases Resolved Within One Year of Filing

Data provided by USCFC’s Clerk’s Office As of September 30, 2018.
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Data is approximate and is provided by the Office of Special Masters as of September 30, 2018.
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SPU

Non-SPU

• Since SPU began on July 1, 2014, 
4,584 Vaccine Petitions have been 
filed.

• Of those 4,584 petitions, 2,582, or 
56%, were assigned to SPU.

Over Half of Cases Are Now Assigned to the SPU

Data is approximate and is provided by the Office of Special Masters as of September 30, 2018.



• As of September 30, 2018, 1,358 SPU cases have been resolved.

• 1,306 have been compensated

• 52 have not been compensated

• 96% of the cases closed by SPU have resulted in compensation.

• 166 transferred out of SPU for resolution

Data is approximate and is provided by the Office of Special Masters as of September 30, 2018.

SPU Experience So Far
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Number of Cases Compensated:

SIRVA . . . . . . . . . . . 947

GBS . . . . . . . . . . . .  279

Brachial Neuritis . . . 33

Intussusception . . . .14

Syncope . . . . . . . . . . .8

ITP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Dis. Viremia . . . . . . . .2

Anaphylaxis . . . . . . . .2

Encephalopathy . . . . 5

Inj. Site Injury . . . . . . 8

Data is approximate and is provided by the Office of Special Masters as of September 30, 2018.

What Kinds of Cases are Being Compensated in SPU?



• For compensated cases, median time to resolution has been 308 
days.

• The fastest resolved case saw a decision awarding compensation in 
just 42 days.

• 32% of compensated cases in SPU have resolved within 240 days.

Data is approximate and is provided by the Office of Special Masters as of September 30, 2018.

SPU Time to Resolution



In Fiscal Year 2018 The Office of Special Masters Was Busy

• In Fiscal year 2018, the Office of Special Masters issued 542 decisions adopting 
stipulations or proffers and 250 conceded rulings on entitlement.

• But looking beyond informal resolutions, a review of CM/ECF filings for Fiscal Year 2018 
shows nearly 1,000 reasoned rulings and decisions.  Specifically:

• 181 decisions issued by Special Masters in addition to the 542 decisions adopting 
stipulations or proffers.  The vast majority of these 181 decisions are reasoned
decisions resolving cases.

• Additionally, there have been many other reasoned decisions, including:
• 21 findings of fact
• 6 decisions on remand
• 25 reasoned rulings on entitlement

• There were also 753 decisions issued regarding attorneys’ fees and costs (both final 
and interim).

Data is approximate and is provided by the Office of Special Masters as of September 30, 2018. “Reasoned” 
refers to any ruling or decision in which the special master resolved a contested issue or reached a determination 
based upon an assessment of the record evidence in the absence of a concession or proffer by the government.



GAO Audit, November 2014

The GAO review in November 2014 looked at time taken for adjudication of all cases filed 
fiscal years 1999-2014.  It found that as of March 31, 2014, 24% of claims (2,281 claims) were 
resolved in 2 years or less with an additional 16% (1,528) resolved within 2-5 years. GAO-15-
142, p. 10.  The GAO noted that a greater percentage of cases filed since fiscal year 2009 
were resolved within 1-2 years since there were many fewer autism claims among those 
filings.  Id.

24% resolved in 2 years or less

40% resolved in 5 years or less



COMPARE:

Time to Adjudication

24%  67% 
resolved in 2 years or less

40%  77%
resolved in 5 years or less

Significant Improvement Since GAO Audit

Then to Now . . .
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Data provided by USCFC’s Clerk’s Office As of September 30, 2018.



New Team Members to Take on New Challenges

• Katherine Oler was appointed special master in November 2017.

• Additionally, since the start of Fiscal Year 2018, SPU has added three new 
staff attorneys:

Eileen Vachher
Reiko Suber

Patrick Rodefeld

• Following the success of SPU, the Office of Special Masters has also added 
a team dedicated to expediting resolution of attorneys’ fees and costs:

Jill Mertz, Paralegal
Mark Hollaar, Staff Attorney



OSM Attorneys’ Fees and Costs - Goals

• Fairness

• Efficiency

• Transparency



OSM Attorneys’ Fees and Costs - Forum Hourly Rate Fee Schedule

Rates for Calendar Years 2015-2018 are posted on the Court’s 
website.  Rates for Calendar Year 2019 will likely be posted in 
February 2019.



OSM Attorneys’ Fees and Costs - Petitioner’s Costs

• Documentation supporting any costs claimed; 
and

• A statement pursuant to General Order No. 9:

• Signed by petitioner and counsel; and

• Clearly delineating which costs were borne 
by counsel and which costs were borne by 
petitioners, including the amount of any 
retainer that has been paid.

All Applications for Attorneys’ Fees and Costs Must Include:

Also Helpful: Citation(s) to previously awarded attorney hourly 
rates 



Task Force

Goal:  To reduce the current backlog of cases. 

Additional information regarding the task force 
will be announced to the petitioners’ bar and 
Department of Justice in the near future.


	Chief Special Master’s Report
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	 GAO Audit, November 2014
	Significant Improvement Since GAO Audit
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18

